
Getting What You Came For
ACADEMIC WRITING SKILLS



What Does Your 
Committee 
Expect of You

 Develop Ability to Do 
Independent Work

 Keep in Contact

 Make Constant Progress

 Be Honest About Your 
Progress

 Be Responsive to Their 
Advice

 Develop Professionalism, 
Personal Maturity, and Strong 
Work ethic 



Academic Writing Skills: Struktur

Type 1

Front Matter

Chapter I: Introduction

Chapter II: Literatur Review

Chapter III: Methodology

Chapter IV: Results

Chapter V: Discussion 
(Including Conclusion)

Back Matter

Type 2

Academic WFront Matter

Chapter I: Introduction

Chapter II: Literatur Review

Chapter III: Experiment 1 
(Methodology, Result, and 
Discussion)

Chapter IV: : Experiment 2 
(Methodology, Result, and 
Discussion)

Chapter V: : Experiment 3 
(Methodology, Result, and 
Discussion)

Chapter VI: General Conclusions

Back Matter

Type 3

Academic WFront Matter

Chapter I: Introduction 
(Including Literature Review 
and Methodology)

Chapter II: Theme 1

Chapter III: Theme 2

Chapter IV: Theme 3

Chapter V: Theme 4

Chapter VI: Conclusions

Back Matter



Start Writing

Why Ist Scary: The Myth of Perfect Thesis

Original and Significant Contribution Vs Good 
Enough Contribution

Get Perspective By Reading Theses/Dissertations, 
Articles, and Other Academic Sources

Start Writing: Shitty Draft Is Fine for Both Dissertation 
and Articles



Academic 

Writing Skills: 

Challanges

Procrastination Vs 
Constant Writing

Perfection Vs 
Good Enough



Academic 

Writing Skills: 

Modal

Read…Read…Read…Interactively:  Ask the righ

question

Think…Think…Think…Critically and Creatively

Menawarkan ide dan/atau bukti baru, pemahaman alternatif

atau mempersoalkan asumsi yang secara umum diterima luas

Write…Write…Write…Consistently: Get The Darn 

Things Written

Commitment and Focus

Avoid a recycle of ideas



Berinteraksi Dengan Sumber

Secara Aktif

 Persetujuan Kreatif
1. Tawarkan bukti dukungan tambahan

2. Konfirmasi klaim yang tidak didukung dengan bukti

3. Aplikasikan klaim dalam konteks yang lebih luas

 Ketidaksetujuan Kreatif
1. Kontradiksi

2. Kontradiksi Bagian-Keseluruhan

3. Kontradiksi Historis atau Perkembangan

4. Kontradiksi Sebab-Akibat

5. Kontradiksi Sudut Pandang



Teks Primer Vs Teks Sekunder

Teks Primer
 Teks primer merupakan sumber

langsung (first-hand) tentang sebuah

peristiwa, hal, atau waktu tertentu

dan dianggap otoritatif.  Sumber-

sumber tekstual tersebut dianggap

asli, terpercaya menggambarkan

peristiwa yang sebenarnya, atau

menyajikan informasi baru. 

Teks Sekunder

 Teks atau sumber sekunder berisi

analisis, sintesis, penafsiran, atau

evaluasi atas sumber-sumber atau

teks-teks primer. Teks-teks jenis ini

biasanya berusaha untuk

mendeskripsikan, menjelaskan, atau

memberikan penyajian kritis atas

teks-teks primer.



Teks Primer

Buku Harian, 
Korespondensi, 
Buku Catatan

Dokumen Asli: 

Akta Kelahiran, 
Rekaman Pengadilan, 

dsb

Manuskrip, Biografi, 
Otobiografi

Dokumen
Pemerintah, Data 
Statistik, Laporan

Riset, 

Wawancara, 
Pidato, Sejarah 

Lisan

Karya Seni dan Sastra

Data-Data Digital: 

Video, Obrolan di 
Sosmed, dst.



Teks Sekunder

Artikel Jurnal: 
Nasional, Internasional, dan Bahasa 

Apapun

Buku Teks (Ajar) Kamus dan Ensiklopedia

Disertasi/Karya Ilmiah
Opini di Media 

Massa

Artikel di Media 
Sosial Buku Ilmiah 



Teks Primer Teks Sekunder

Kadang Overlapping



Kesalahan Umum

1. Secondary Teks dijadikan sebagai 
Sumber Utama (Primary Text)

2. Hanya Deskripsi Isi Teks: Tidak Ada 
Interaksi, Keterlibatan, Diskusi, dan 
Pergulatan Obyektif-Kritis baik dengan 
Teks Sekunder Maupun Primer

3. Mengutip Bagian Kecil dari Secondary 
Text untuk Dipuji atau Dikritik dengan 
mengacuhkan konteks argumen text 
secara keseluruhan.

4. Mengutip Hanya Untuk Kepentingan 
Asesoris tanpa makna, hanya agar 
terlihat banyak membaca dan banyak 
referensi.



Kesalahan Umum

Recycling Ideas: Daur Ulang Ide

Anggapan Bahwa Tidak ada yang pernah membahas 

sebelumnya

Menerima Klaim/Argumen Teks Sebelumnya Sabagai Fakta tanpa Diskusi



Drafting 
Academic 
Writing 
Skills





What makes a good thesis or 

question? 

A very good thesis/question is one with which you “insert yourself into a 

conversation”

Questions to ask yourself: 

 Who are my conversation partners? 

 What are they talking about at the moment? 

 What can my work contribute to ongoing theoretical or conceptual 

debates or problems? 

 Before writing your paper, familiarize yourself with current scholarship; 
often the same data can be used for different theses



The Introduction: The Diamond 

Style 

3 Steps:

 Narrow start, begins with a concrete example, e.g. citation, 

anecdote, etc. 

 Then becomes wide to contextualize and provide further 

background on the example

 Then becomes narrow again to articulate question or thesis to be 

pursued in the paper



Narrow Beginning, Concrete 

Example.

Further Background and Wider 

Context: Research Problem

1. Muslim and Jewish 

Community

2. Scholarly Community



Narrowing the context:

1. Engaging current Scholarship

2. Presenting their arguments and merits

or

3. Showing the gaps



Narrow:

Research’s solution to the problem, 

research’s aim, novelty, intervention or 

contribution.

Narrow:

Articulating Thesis Statement



The Introduction: The Diamond 

Style 

Advantages

 Begins with something interesting, 

grasps the audience’s attention

 Concrete example can help 

anchor the paper

Risks

Can make the paper confusing if

 The example is too unfamiliar

 It is not well connected to 

research question or thesis



The Introduction: The Top of the 

Hourglass Style

Gradual progression:

 Starts with the “big picture”, e.g. larger historical context, typically 

something you can assume people to know

 Gradually zooms in on the specific context of the problem/question 

that will be discussed

 It is narrowest at the end, where it formulates specific thesis or 

question





Big Picture,

Big Statement,

General Context, or

Context Known by targeted audience



Zoom In, Framing the Issue, Narrow the 

discussion:

1. Stating the research question or 

problem

2. Showing the lacuna, the gap, or 

the niche

3. Aims of the study

Narrower:

1. Thesis Statement

2. Hypotheses

3. Central Argument/Claim

Optional: 

Outlining the structure of the article



The Introduction: The Top of the 

Hourglass Style

Advantages

 Begins with something familiar
→ helps anchor the paper

→ provides point of reference for 

audience

 General context helps to bring 

paper in conversation with other 

papers

Risks

Can make the paper boring if

 It is too general (“In the world 

there are many things.”)

 It takes too long to get to the point



… but the introduction is not done 

yet!

Recommendation:

 At the very end of your introduction, provide a short outline of the 

paper. It helps both the reader/audience and forces you to be 

quite clear in your structure

 Example: 

In this paper, I will argue that x. 

I will proceed in three parts. 

In the first part, I will provide an overview of…

Then, in the second part, I will argue that…

Finally, in the third part, I will show that…



Data Commentary



























The Conclusion: The Bottom of the 

Hourglass Style

Conclusions begin with a narrow focus and then zoom out. 

 Beginning: Brief reiteration of the thesis or question and of how the 

thesis was substantiated/the question was answered

 Then zoom out, talking about how your question speaks to a 

broader debate
→ think about your conversation partners, their debates, and the 

intervention you wish to make

 Ring structure: return to topics raised in the beginning of the 

introduction



Get It Done
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